THE  AUTHORITY  OF   SCIENCE
fact on nearly all who thought at all about social development
in the latter half of the century, and, as Faguet says, " we meet
him at every step in modern thought."
"His was an original and independent mind," said Rehan,
" but his method was narrow and coarse, based on pure a priori.
. . . He failed to understand the infinite variety of human
nature—thinking he could at the very outset reach a simplicity
which is found even less in the laws of human nature than in
those of the physical world." 1
^
2.   ERNEST  RENAN 2
" Encyclopaedic minds, Renan and Taine left untouched no
question that interested the modern man, and left none in the
precise state in which they found it: they are to be met at
every cross-road of Thought. So great was their influence that
Brunetiere rightly remarks that the men of his generation only
became really original in so far as they freed themselves from
that dual influence."
Thus M. Victor Giraud,3 one of Taine's most penetrating
commentators and critics, and it is no easy task, when dealing
with such giants, to disentangle the political thinker from the
rest of the man and to estimate his political as distinct from
his general influence.
une partie de son ceuvre restera"" ; and mentions " 1'importance de sa concep-
tion de la science comme principal organe et cceur vivant qui alimentera
toute la civilisation humaine. . . . C'est un savant qui pense " (quoted by
Giraud, H. Taine: Etudes et Documents, p. 232).
1	Avenir de la Science, p. 149. Another judgment is Proudhon's, who calls
him: " Get animal de Comte, le plus pedant des savants, le plus maigre des
philosophes, le plus plat des sociologues, le plus insupportable des ecrivains "
(Letter of 3rd September 1852, quoted by Desjardins, Fie de P.J. Proudhon,
L, p. 217).
2	Ernest  Renan   (1823-1892):   theological  student,  then  clerk at  the
Biblioth&que  Imperiale  (1856), and in 1862 professor at the College de
France, but soon lost his chair. Chief works: UAvenir de la Science (i 849),
Essais de Morale et de Critique (1859), Questions contemforaines (1868), La
Reforms intellectuelle et morale (1872), Dialogues et fragments philosophises
(1876), Caliban (1878). See Meyer, La Philosophic folitique de Renan, and
Strauss, La Pohtique de Renan.
3	In his introduction to Barres' Taine et Renan, Pages perdues.
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